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� Activities Update
– National Activities
– Regional Activities
– Kentucky Activities



National Activities

� Title IV – AML Reauthorization
� National Rulemaking
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Title IV – AML Reauthorization

� OSM’s fee collection authority under SMCRA terminated on 
September 30, 2004.
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� It was temporarily extended for short periods in various 
legislation through late 2007.

� OSM’s fee collection authority was finally extended through FY 
2021 in P.L. 109-432 (SMCRA Amendments Act of 2006) on 
December 20, 2006.

� OSM is currently working on rules to fully implement the 
legislation later this year.



National Rulemaking

� Excess Spoil Minimization/Stream Buffer Zone Rule – Draft EIS released 
for public review on August 24, 2007, with new proposed rule.

� Ownership and Control Rule – The proposed rule was published on 
December 29, 2003.  Settlement of lawsuit by National Mining 
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December 29, 2003.  Settlement of lawsuit by National Mining 
Association on our 2000 rule.  Pending issuance of a revised proposed 
rule.

� Transfer, Assignment, or Sale of Permit Rights – The proposed rule was 
published on January 26, 2005.  Pending issuance of a revised proposed 
rule.

� Coal Refuse – The proposed rule was published on January 17, 2007.

� Permit Application Packages – The proposed rule was published on 
August 14, 2007.  Comment period closes on October 15, 2007.

� Interim final rules on remining will be published later this year.



National Rulemaking - continued

� E-Rulemaking
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All OSM rulemaking is available online now at:

www.regulations.gov



Use scroll for agency, then hit submit
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Click on yellow marker (far right)
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Submit comment. 
Note that submitter information is voluntary.
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Regional Activities

� Reforestation

� Inspection Consistency – Drainage Certification 
Study
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Study

� Regional Field Issues Workshops

� Acid Mine Drainage (AMD)

� Additional Regional Issues



Regional Reforestation

� Appalachian Regional Reforestation Initiative (ARRI)

– Regional effort aimed at successfully planting more trees on active 
and abandoned mine sites.

“Trees for Appalachia’s Future”
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– The initiative is a joint effort of OSM and the States within the 
Appalachian Region.

– Kentucky continues to provide leadership in ARRI today.

� Goals of the Initiative

– Plant more high-value hardwood trees on reclaimed surface mined 
lands in Appalachia.

– Increase the survival and growth rate of the planted trees.

– Expedite the establishment of forest habitat through natural selection.



Regional Reforestation - continued

� Significant ARRI Events

– Statement of Mutual Intent Signings
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– Statement of Mutual Intent Signings
� November 2006 – USFWS, USFS, USDOE
� May 2007 – Lexington Coal Company, LLC
� May 2007 – ICG Hazard, LLC

– Reforestation Conference in Abingdon, Virginia 



12 Arbor Day 2007 at LCC’s 17 West Mining Complex, Mar tin County 
50 students from the Warfield & Inez Middle School



13 Kentucky 2006 “ARRI Excellence in Reforestation Awar d”
to Lexington Coal Company, LLC



Drainage Certification Study

� Compared regulations and policies in Appalachia 
States.

Field Review – Twenty sedimentation ponds were 
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� Field Review – Twenty sedimentation ponds were 
reviewed.

� Bottom Line – Does the paperwork match the 
constructed structures?



Regional Field Issues Workshop

Goal – Federal and State regulatory authorities to 
share information, policy, and experiences on 
some current field issues related to their coal 
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some current field issues related to their coal 
regulatory program.



Regional Field Issues Workshop – continued

� Temporary Cessation
Permits in temporary cessation in Kentucky

2004 – 254 2007 – 110
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2004 – 254 2007 – 110
Permits in temporary cessation over 5-years

2004 – 130 2007 – 32

� Held – September 19, 2006, in 
Charleston, West Virginia.



Regional Field Issues Workshop – continued

� Reclamation of Inactive Slurry Impoundments
– Held April 24 & 25, 2007, Ashland, Kentucky

42 participants (States, OSM, MSHA)
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– 42 participants (States, OSM, MSHA)
– Region Wide - 381 Impoundments / 89 Inactive
– Kentucky ------ 122 Impoundments / 44 Inactive



Acid Mine Drainage (AMD)

� Nationally
– Final Rule published March 2, 2007 that provides for 

the Statutory authority to accept financial assurances 
to treat long-term post mining pollutional discharges in 
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to treat long-term post mining pollutional discharges in 
Tennessee.

� Regional
– OSM is providing training on “AMDTreat”, a computer 

program for estimating long-term treatment costs for 
AMD sites.  Available on OSM’s web page at 
http://www.osmre.gov.

� Kentucky
– OSM and DNR maintain inventory of AMD sites.



Additional Regional Issues

� Tech Transfer
� New Regional Web Page - http://www.arcc.osmre.gov
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Kentucky Activities

� State Accomplishments
� Kentucky 2007 Legislative Activities
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� Recent Kentucky Oversight Studies
� Flyrock



State Accomplishments

� On February 1, 2007, DNR assumed responsibility of issuing 
Clean Water Act section 401 certifications.  As of June 
30, 2007, ten nationwide and six individual certifications were 
issued.
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issued.

� Kentucky continues to be a leader in the reforestation initiative.

� Blasting training for inspectors and industry was held in 
Hazard, Kentucky in April 2007. 

� Geographic Information System – The monthly water monitoring 
reports are now available on the DNR homepage.  



Kentucky 2007 Legislative Activities

� 2007 Kentucky General Assembly legislation. 

– Senate Bill 187 authorizes changes to the AML 
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– Senate Bill 187 authorizes changes to the AML 
plan.  Proposed rule was published on June 
15, 2007.  Comment period is closed.



Recent Kentucky Oversight Studies

� Completed studies on:
– Probable Hydrologic Consequences Review
– Timing of Bond Release
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– Timing of Bond Release
– Temporary Cessation
– AMD Active Inventory
– CY 2006 - Fill Inventory



FLYROCK
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FLYROCK

� Blasting’s Most Deadly Hazard!

� Flyrock is an undesirable throw of rock or debris 
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� Flyrock is an undesirable throw of rock or debris 
from a blast area. 

� It is a leading cause of fatalities and equipment 
damage from blasting.

� Zero tolerance!



Flyrock Events

EY 2000 to EY 2002 – 27 Flyrock Events

� EY 2003 1 Rock thrown through roof of a home

� EY 2004 8 4 homes damaged
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� EY 2004 8 4 homes damaged

� EY 2005 14 4 homes & a coal truck damaged

� EY 2006 7 2 homes damaged

� EY 2007 12 3 homes, an MSHA Office & one 
public vehicle damaged.

� EY 2008 2 1 fatality

EY = Evaluation Year (July 1 through June 30)
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Zero Tolerance!



The End
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Thank you for your kind 
attention.
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